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About the American Community Survey  
The figures in this release come from data collected from questions in the Census Bureau’s 2008-
2012 American Community Survey. The questions asked include:  
• How did this person usually get to work last week? If this person usually used more than one 
method of transportation during the trip, mark (X) the box of the one used for most of the distance.  
• How many people, including this person, usually rode to work in the car, truck, or van last week?  
• What time did this person usually leave home to go to work last week?  
• How many minutes did it usually take this person to get from home to work last week?  
 
Organizations use the statistics from this question to design programs that ease traffic problems, 
reduce congestion and promote carpooling. In addition, police and fire departments use the statistics 
to plan for emergency services in areas where many people work. The American Community Survey 
provides local statistics on a variety of topics for even the smallest communities.  
 
Ever since Thomas Jefferson directed the first census in 1790, the census has collected detailed 
characteristics about our nation's people. Questions about jobs and the economy were added 20 years 
later under James Madison, who said such information would allow Congress to “adapt the public 
measures to the particular circumstances of the community,” and over the decades allow America “an 
opportunity of marking the progress of the society.”  
 

-X- 
 
Note: Statistics from sample surveys are subject to sampling and nonsampling error. All comparisons made 
in this report have been tested and found to be statistically significant at the 90 percent confidence level, 
unless otherwise noted. Please consult the tables for specific margins of error. For more information, go to 
<http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/>.  
See <http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2012_release/> for more information on changes 
affecting the 2010 — 2012 statistics. See 
<http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_2012/> for guidance on comparing 
2010 — 2012 American Community Survey statistics with previous years 


